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Beschrijving onderzoek  ‘ 
Immune checkpoint inhibitors (ICIs) have improved survival of advanced melanoma patients. The 
blocking of immunologic checkpoints may also cause immune-related adverse events, ranging from 
mild to severe or fatal. Patients suffering from severe ICI toxicity tend to have a prolonged overall 
survival (OS).  
A previous DMTR paper has however shown that this survival advantage is abrogated when anti-
TNF is administered for steroid-refractory toxicity1.  
This study will focus on the assessment of the effect of different immunosuppressive regimens on 
the efficacy and survival of checkpoint inhibitors.  Since more patients are available for analysis than 
in the previous DMTR study, we will be able to stratify by treatment type. The higher patient 
numbers also give this study more power. 
We aim to report our findings in more detail than the previous DMTR paper, with now a larger more 
homogeneous cohort of ipilimumab-nivolumab treated patients and data about other second-line 
immunosuppressant (not only anti-TNF). For this study, we will use data from the Dutch Melanoma 
Treatment Registry (DMTR). A preliminary analysis has shown the following patients numbers 
regarding treatment and toxicity across all treatment lines: 1171 ipilimumab-nivolumab patients 
(520 suffering toxicity), 1283 ipilimumab patients (384 suffering toxicity), 2552 anti-PD-1 patients 
(361 suffering toxicity). 
 
Of the first-line anti-PD-1 treated patients: 
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- 20 received corticosteroids with anti-TNF  
- 159 received corticosteroids without anti-TNF 
- 1 received anti-TNF without corticosteroids 

Of the first-line ipilimumab-nivolumab treated patients: 
- 70 received corticosteroids with anti-TNF  
- 239 received corticosteroids without anti-TNF 
- 2 received anti-TNF without corticosteroids 
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